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The product of the
Institute’s work is the
practical application
of scientific
investigation in the
form of vaccines,
genetic tests and
reproductive studies
to benefit animal
populations.

Richard Henry, DVM David A. Behnke

Dear friends,

For the past fifty-eight years, the Baker Institute for Animal Health has held fast to a
single, unwavering goal: to improve animal health through basic and applied research so
that our beloved pets may live longer and healthier lives. It’s that simple.

What began as a small cluster of buildings has grown into a research campus atop Ithaca’s
East Hill, where Institute scientists develop vaccines; study immunological diseases; design
tests for genetically inherited disorders; and investigate animal reproduction for the benefit
of present and future generations of companion animals.

Each decade of our nearly sixty year history has shown progress and promise. Cornell
dedicated its “Research Laboratory for Diseases of Dogs” in 1951. A main laboratory and
administration building followed quickly, in 1953. Later years brought the Adele S. Colgate
Tissue Culture Laboratory (1960); microbiology wing (1968); and monoclonal antibody
laboratory (1979). More recent years have seen the completion of the Albert C. Bostwick
Laboratories (1988 and 2003); the establishment of the Center for Canine Genetics and
Reproduction (1992); and the opening of new “West Wing” laboratories in 2002.

The expansion of buildings and laboratories under the Baker Institute umbrella affords
one measure of the value, relevance, and growth of our collective investment in the
mission of the Institute. But far more important are the faculty and students working in
those structures, and the ideas that germinate within the laboratory walls. The product
of the Institute’s work is the practical application of scientific investigation in the form of
vaccines, genetic tests and reproductive studies to benefit animal populations.

As early as 1959 and 1960, Baker Institute scientists achieved an unprecedented 98.8
percent success rate with a dual vaccine for canine distemper and hepatitis. Later, in the
1970s, Institute virologists Max Appel and L. E. Carmichael perfected a modified live-virus
vaccine for canine parvovirus that is still in use to this day. Genetics, of course, presents a
new frontier of medical discovery, and Baker Institute scientists are at the forefront of the
exploration. Benchmarks to date include identifying the atomic structure of feline panleu-
kopenia virus; the first ever cloning of horse histocompatibility genes; in vitro gene therapy
to correct disease in retinal cells of dogs; as well as the mapping of the horse genome.

Our history is momentous. Our future is vast. As the Institute celebrates its fifty-eighth
year, we extend our thanks to all of you who enable this good work.

M/%

Richard Henry, DVM
Advisory Council Chair

Dok ALY

David Behnke
Advisory Council Vice Chair
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Faculty, Staff and Student Directory

Administration

Douglas F. Antczak

Director and Dorothy Havemeyer
McConville Professor of Equine
Medicine: BA, Cornell University;
VMD, University of Pennsylvania;
PhD, Cambridge University (UK)

Joseph E. Bennett
Facilities Manager:
AALAS accreditation

Jane M. Miller
Administrative Manager:
BS, MPS, Cornell University

Lynne S. Williams

Director of Development
and Public Affairs:

BA, Seton Hill College,

MA, Slippery Rock University

Research Units

Infectious Diseases
& Immunology

Albert C. Bostwick
Laboratory of Molecular
Biology: Canine and Feline
Parvoviruses

Colin R. Parrish

John M. Olin Professor of Virology:
BSc, Massey University (New
Zealand); PhD, Cornell University

Laura B. Goodman

Postdoctoral Associate:

BS, University of Michigan at

Ann Arbor; PhD, Cornell University

Carole E. Harbison
DVM/PhD Candidate:
BS, Oberlin College

Karin Hoelzer

Post-DVM PhD Candidate:

DVM, Hannover Veterinary School
(Germany)

Christian Nelson
PhD Candidate:
BS, Cornell University

Karla M. Stucker

DVM/PhD Candidate:

BS, Cornell University

Virginia Scarpino

Research Technician:

BS, Edinboro State College; MA,
SUNY College at Geneseo

Wendy S. Weichert
Research Support Specialist:
BS, Cornell University

50

Equine Genetics Center:
Equine Immunology

Douglas F. Antczak

Dorothy Havemeyer McConville
Professor of Equine Medicine:
BA, Cornell University; VMD,
University of Pennsylvania; PhD,
Cambridge University (UK)

Christina Costa
Research Technician:
BS, SUNY at Buffalo

Amanda de Mestre
Postdoctoral Associate:
BVSc, University of Sydney
(Australia); PhD, Australian
National University

Donald C. Miller
Research Support Specialist:
Cornell University

Leela Noronha

Post-DVM PhD Candidate:

ScB with Honors, Brown University;
DVM, Virginia-Maryland Regional
College of Veterinary Medicine

Laboratory of Immunology
of Animal Models of
Infectious Diseases

Susana Mendez

Assistant Professor of Immunology
and Infectious Diseases: DVM,
PhD, University Complutense

of Madrid

Julie Jordan
Research Technician: AS, Tompkins-
Cortland Community College

Wenhui Wu
Postdoctoral Associate: MD,
Bengbu Medical College (China)

Laboratory of
Immunoparasitology

Susan K. Bliss

Senior Research Associate:
BA, Lawrence University;
DVM, PhD, Cornell University

Diana L. Brunsman
Research Technician:
BS, Truman State University

Immunology and
Leadership Program

Douglas D. McGregor

Professor of Immunology;
Director, Leadership Program:

BA, MD, University of Western
Ontario; D.Phil., Oxford University

Adriana Blossom
Administrative Assistant:
BA, Wells College

Laboratory of Mucosal
Immunity, Nematodes and
Immunoparasitology

Judith A. Appleton

Alfred H. Caspary Professor

of Immunology: BS, Indiana
University; MS, PhD, University
of Georgia

Lisa K. Blum
PhD Candidate:
BS, Cornell University

Lisa P. Daley

PhD Candidate: BSc, MS,
University of the West Indies
(Jamaica); PhD, Cornell University
(5/07)

Maria Valeria Fabre
Postdoctoral Associate:

MD, University of Buenos Aires
(Argentina)

Lucille F. Gagliardo
Research Technician:
BS, Southhampton College

Laboratory of Virology:
Feline Caliciviruses and
Mammalian Orthoreoviruses

John S. L. Parker

Assistant Professor of Virology:
BVMS, University of Glasgow
(Scotland); PhD, Cornell University

Lynne J. Anguish

Research Support Specialist:

BS, University of New Hampshire;
MS, University of Guelph (Canada)

Caroline M. Coffey

PhD Candidate:

BS, University of Scranton;
PhD, Cornell University (8/07)

Louis G. Hom

Postdoctoral Associate:

BA, Cornell University; PhD,
University of California, Berkeley

Susanne Moessmer
PhD Candidate: MS, Technical
University Munich (Germany)

Robert J. Ossiboff
DVM/PhD Candidate:
BS, Loyola University

Meagan L. Wisniewski
PhD Candidate: BS, University of
North Carolina-Charlotte

Genetics &
Reproduction

The Albert C. Bostwick
Foundation Laboratory:
Canine Hip Dysplasia and
Osteoarthritis

George Lust

Professor of Physiological
Chemistry: BS, University
of Massachusetts;

PhD, Cornell University

Elizabeth E. Corey
Research Technician:
BS, University of Vermont

Alma J. Williams

Research Technician: BA, University
of Pennsylvania; MS, Cornell
University; AALAS accreditation

Laboratory of Epigenetics
and Reproductive Biology

Scott A. Coonrod
Associate Professor: BS, MS, PhD,
Texas A&M University

Rui Kan

Postdoctoral Associate:

BS, MS, Inner Mongolia University
(China); PhD, Chinese Academy of
Sciences (China)

Christopher J. Torre
Research Technician:
BS, Cornell University

Xuesen Zhang

Postdoctoral Associate:

BA, MSc, Dalian Medical University
(China); PhD, Chinese Academy of
Sciences (China)

Laboratory for the Study
of Inherited Canine
Reproductive Diseases

Vicki N. Meyers-Wallen
Associate Professor of Genetics
and Reproduction: BS, University of
Maryland; VMD, PhD, University of
Pennsylvania; Diplomate, American
College of Theriogenologists

Shashikant Pujar

Research Associate:

BSc, Vijaya College, Bangalore
(India); MSc, St. Joseph’s College,
Bangalore (India);

PhD, University of Pune (India)

Inherited Eye Disease
Studies Unit

Gregory M. Acland

Professor of Medical Genetics:
BVSc, University of Sydney
(Australia); Diplomate,
American College of Veterinary
Ophthalmologists

Orly Goldstein

Research Support Specialist:

BS, the Hebrew University (Israel);
MS, Tel-Aviv University (Israel)

Linda S. Hunter

Post-DVM PhD Candidate:
BS, DVM, Cornell University;
PhD, Cornell University (1/08)

Jennifer L. Johnson
Research Support Specialist:
BS, Cornell University

Anna V. Kukekova

Research Associate:

MS, St. Petersburg State
University (Russia); PhD, Institute
of Cytology, Russian Academy of
Science (Russia)

Laboratory of
Reproductive Biology

Alexander J. Travis

Assistant Professor of
Reproductive Biology:

AB, Princeton University; VMD,
PhD, University of Pennsylvania

Atsushi Asano

Postdoctoral Associate: BAgr,
Kochi University (Japan); MAgr,
PhD, Okayama University (Japan)

Danielle Buttke
DVM/PhD Candidate:
BA, University of South Dakota

Chinatsu Mukai Kazama
Postdoctoral Associate:
PhD, Tokyo University (Japan)

Yeunhee (Yoni) Kim
PhD Candidate:
MS, University of Seoul (Korea)

Jacque L. Nelson

Research Support Specialist:
AS, Jamestown Community
College; BS, Cornell University

Vimal Selvaraj

Post-DVM PhD Candidate:

BVSc, Madras Veterinary College
(India); MS, University of lllinois at
Urbana-Champaign; PhD, Cornell
University (1/08)

Emeritus Faculty

Max J. G. Appel

Professor of Virology, Emeritus:
Dr.med.vet, University of Hannover
(Germany); PhD, Cornell University

Leland E. Carmichael

John M. Olin Professor of Virology,
Emeritus: AB, DVM, University

of California; PhD, Cornell
University; PhD(hc), University

of Liége (Belgium); Diplomate,
American College of Veterinary
Microbiologists

Ben E. Sheffy

Caspary Professor of Nutrition,
Emeritus: BS, MS, PhD,
University of Wisconsin

Administrative Support

Anne M. Benson

Assistant to the Director:

BA, University of Wisconsin at
Madison; MS, Boston University

Nancy Cusumano
Assistant to the Director: BA,
SUNY College at Stonybrook, NY

Anita S. Hesser

Administrative Assistant and
Assistant Network Administrator:
AS, SUNY Empire State College

Laurie A. Lychalk
Administrative Assistant,
Public Affairs: AAS, Tompkins
Cortland Community College

Dorothy K. Scorelle
Administrative Assistant:
BS, SUNY College at New Paltz

Susan M. Williams
Office Receptionist/
Administrative Assistant

Maintenance and Grounds
David H. Edwards, Jr.
Maintenance Mechanic

Russell F. Haus
Maintenance Mechanic

Carl J. Hazen
Head Custodian

Wayne C. Weldner
Custodian

Technical Support

Timothy W. Anguish
Manager, Core Scientific
Instruments and Equipment:
BS, SUNY College at Cortland

Gail M. Sullivan

Department Safety Representative:

AAS, SUNY Agricultural and
Technical College at Canton; BA,
SUNY College at New Paltz

Edward H. Thompson, Jr.
Laboratory Attendant

Vivarium/Animal Care

Kevin T. Draiss

Animal Technician:

AAS, SUNY Agricultural and
Technical College at Delhi;
BS, Cornell University; AALAS
accreditation

Scott C. Hoffay

Animal Technician:

AAS, SUNY College at Cobleskill;
AALAS accreditation

Shannon D. Kellogg
Animal Technician:
AALAS accreditation

Julie D. Reynolds
Animal Technician:
AALAS accreditation

Emily J. Silvela
Animal Technician:
BS, Cornell University

Scott M. Soprano
Animal Technician: AAS, Finger
Lakes Community College

Jonathan R. Wood

Animal Technician:

AAS, Finger Lakes Community
College; AALAS accreditation

Jackie L. Wright

Vivarium Supervisor:

AAS, SUNY College of Technology
at Delhi; BS, Syracuse University;
AALAS accreditation

Veterinary Students

Rosemary Brungs
2007 Leadership Program,
Travis Laboratory

Sarah Caddy
2007 Leadership Program,
Parker Laboratory

Sally Iverson
Parker Laboratory

Kristin Mclaughlin
2007 Havemeyer Fellow,
Antczak Laboratory

Nasser Mohamed
Hughes Scholar, Parker Laboratory

Ciara Murphy
2007 Leadership Program,
Parrish Laboratory

Erin Rohdes

2007 Havemeyer Fellow,
Antczak Laboratory

Ryan Traslavina
2007 Leadership Program,
Mendez Laboratory

Annemarie Voorbij
2007 Leadership Program,
Acland Laboratory

Undergraduate Students

Alexandra Bianco
Antczak Laboratory

Nell Bond
Parrish Laboratory

Robert Brody
Coonrod Laboratory

Julie Campbell
Antczak Laboratory

Jennifer Cassano
Antczak Laboratory

Jasmine Chiang
Mendez Laboratory

Meg Crapster-Pregont
Hughes Scholar,
Parker Laboratory

Melanie Ho
Parrish Laboratory

Kate Justus
Appleton Laboratory

Riaz Karmali
Coonrod Laboratory

Siddharth Khasnavis
Parrish Laboratory

Joseph Lembo
Appleton Laboratory

Patrick Lightfoot
Parker Laboratory

Tyler Lillie
Parrish Laboratory

Stacey Lynch
Antczak Laboratory

Diana Magee
Mendez Laboratory

Rachel Mays
Parker Laboratory

Thomas McConville
Mendez Laboratory

Byung Joo (Justin) Nahm
Mendez Laboratory

Sean Niland
Administration/Public Affairs

Christopher Orapello
Appleton Laboratory

Michelle Patterson
Appleton Laboratory

Melissa Restifo
Antczak Laboratory

Jeremy Salerno
Travis Laboratory

Mark Scurrah
Mendez Laboratory

Alvin Tan
Parrish Laboratory
Horse Barn Crew

Bethany Austin
Meleana Hinchman
Alexandra Korn
Rachel Mays
Nichole Moon
Amanda Scheinnger
Sophia Smith
Ashley Vail

Visiting Scientists
and Students

Sharon A. Center
Sabbatical Visiting Scientist,
Meyers-Wallen Laboratory

Carmen Cuellar
Visiting Scientist,
Mendez Laboratory
Hussaina J. Makun
Visiting Fulbright Fellow,
Mendez Laboratory

Ausra Milano

Visiting Fellow, Acland Laboratory
Eveliina Minkkinen

Visiting Fellow, Parrish Laboratory

Lara Ordonez
Visiting Postdoctoral Fellow,
Mendez Laboratoryy

Piraye Yurttus
Visiting PhD Candidate, Weill
Medical, Coonrod Laboratory

Part-Time Assistants
Shelagh M. Johnston
Parrish Laboratory

Susan E. Pearce-Kelling
Acland Laboratory

Svetlana V. Temnykh
Acland Laboratory

Melissa A. Wasson
Administration
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