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Dear friends,

For the past fifty-eight years, the Baker Institute for Animal Health has held fast to a 
single, unwavering goal: to improve animal health through basic and applied research so 
that our beloved pets may live longer and healthier lives. It’s that simple.

What began as a small cluster of buildings has grown into a research campus atop Ithaca’s 
East Hill, where Institute scientists develop vaccines; study immunological diseases; design 
tests for genetically inherited disorders; and investigate animal reproduction for the benefit 
of present and future generations of companion animals.

Each decade of our nearly sixty year history has shown progress and promise. Cornell 
dedicated its “Research Laboratory for Diseases of Dogs” in 1951. A main laboratory and 
administration building followed quickly, in 1953. Later years brought the Adele S. Colgate 
Tissue Culture Laboratory (1960); microbiology wing (1968); and monoclonal antibody 
laboratory (1979). More recent years have seen the completion of the Albert C. Bostwick 
Laboratories (1988 and 2003); the establishment of the Center for Canine Genetics and 
Reproduction (1992); and the opening of new “West Wing” laboratories in 2002.

The expansion of buildings and laboratories under the Baker Institute umbrella affords  
one measure of the value, relevance, and growth of our collective investment in the  
mission of the Institute. But far more important are the faculty and students working in 
those structures, and the ideas that germinate within the laboratory walls. The product  
of the Institute’s work is the practical application of scientific investigation in the form of  
vaccines, genetic tests and reproductive studies to benefit animal populations.

As early as 1959 and 1960, Baker Institute scientists achieved an unprecedented 98.8 
percent success rate with a dual vaccine for canine distemper and hepatitis. Later, in the 
1970s, Institute virologists Max Appel and L. E. Carmichael perfected a modified live-virus 
vaccine for canine parvovirus that is still in use to this day. Genetics, of course, presents a 
new frontier of medical discovery, and Baker Institute scientists are at the forefront of the 
exploration. Benchmarks to date include identifying the atomic structure of feline panleu-
kopenia virus; the first ever cloning of horse histocompatibility genes; in vitro gene therapy 
to correct disease in retinal cells of dogs; as well as the mapping of the horse genome.

Our history is momentous. Our future is vast. As the Institute celebrates its fifty-eighth 
year, we extend our thanks to all of you who enable this good work.
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The McConville Barn, an historic University structure 
dating back to the end of the 19th century, has been 
the site of many important scientific studies of cattle 
and horses over the past 100 years.  Restored to its 
early glory in the mid-1980s with generous gifts 
from Mrs. Dorothy Russell Havemeyer McConville, 
the Barn has become a welcoming landmark on 
the eastern edge of the Cornell campus. The Barn 
is now home to the unique herd of horses used 
for studies of the immunology of pregnancy and 
the Horse Genome Project. It is a lasting tribute to 
Mrs. McConville’s foresight and commitment to the 
Baker Institute’s mission of advancing animal health 
through research.

Aerial view of the Baker 
Institute’s McConville Barn 

adjacent to the botanic 
collections of Cornell 

Plantations.




